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Review of the New Common Core 
State Standards (CCSS)

The Common Core State Standards set grade-by-
grade learning expectations for students in 
grades K-12 for Mathematics and for English 
Language Arts and Literacy.  

While states have had standards for more than 15 
years, this set of standards is more focused on 
preparing students for success in college and 
career. They set  clear, consistent, and rigorous
goals.



Benefits of the CCSS

Student moving from state to state will have 
access to CCSS…It’s about what you KNOW, NOT  
WHERE you come from!

State to state comparisons of student 
performance will make sense.

Assessments are written at a deeper level of 
cognition.

Students will leave high school ready for the 
rigors of college and career.

Include both content and application of 
knowledge through higher level thinking skills.



Assessment and School 
Accountability for the new CCSS

 AB 484 signed into affect on October 2, 2013

 California Assessment of Student Performance and 
Progress(CAASPP)-replaces the existing STAR system

 Science and Social Studies Tests are not affected as of 
now.

 ELA and Math Tests administered by the Smarter 
Balanced Assessment Consortium (SBAC)

 Current API and AYP reports will be changed to 
reflect new system. No API scores reported this year 
or next.



Overview



Student Participation

Q: Who will take the online 

Smarter Balanced summative 

assessments?

A: All students in grades 3–8 and 11 are 

required to take the summative assessments.  

EL’s in the country for less than 12 months are 

exempt from the ELA only.



About the 
Summative Assessments

Content areas:

English language arts/literacy (ELA) 

Mathematics 

Two components per content area:

Computer adaptive test (CAT)

Performance task (PT) 



About the 
Summative Assessments (cont.)

Q: What is the CAT component of the online summative 

assessment?

A: The computer adaptive portion of the online test includes 

a wide variety of item types. As students progress throughout a 

CAT, the computer program adjusts the difficulty of questions 

throughout the assessment based on their responses. For example, 

a student who answers a question correctly will receive a more 

challenging item, while an incorrect answer generates an easier 

question.



About the 
Summative Assessments (cont.)

Q: What is the PT component of the online summative 

assessment?

A: The PT is designed to provide students with an 

opportunity to demonstrate their ability to apply their knowledge 

and higher-order thinking skills to explore and analyze a 

complex, real-world scenario. 



 We want students to do their best and yet we want to be sure this is not a 
stressful experience. Here are some things that you can do to help your child do 
their best.

 Please make sure your child is present unless ill, and is not late for school.  
Please do not make appointments that will have your child arriving late or 
leaving during the testing times.

 If your child wears glasses, be sure he/she has them at school on test days.

 Have your child go to bed early enough to get plenty of rest.

 Set your alarm clock a little early in order to allow your child time to eat and 
dress without rushing.  See that clothes your child likes and feels comfortable 
in are laid out so frantic searches are avoided.

 Prepare a good breakfast for your child, but not a heavy one.

 Be sure that paper, pencil, and other needed school materials are together 
and located where they will not be forgotten in the morning.

 Help your child feel more confident about taking the test.  Express 
confidence in your child's ability to do well. 

How Can You Help??
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 Specifically designed by Smarter Balanced to provide secure 
access to the Field Test. 

 Prevents students from accessing other hardware and 
software functions.

 A secure browser has been installed on all computers in the 
labs.

Secure Browser



Test Administration



Scheduling Testing Time
•Estimated testing times:

Content Area Grades

Computer 

Adaptive Test 

(CAT) items

hrs : mins

Performance 

Task (PT)

hrs : mins

Total

hrs : mins

English 

Language 

Arts/Literacy 

3–5 1:30 2:00 3:30

6–8 1:30 2:00 3:30

11 2:00 2:00 4:00

Mathematics

3–5 1:30 1:00 2:30

6–8 2:00 1:00 3:00

11 2:00 1:30 3:30

Both

3–5 3:00 3:00 6:00

6–8 3:30 3:00 6:30

11 4:00 3:30 7:30



Scheduling Testing Time

Recommended: CAT first, PTs second
ELA PTs have 2 parts and can be completed over 2 days

Mathematics PTs have 1 part and can be completed in 1 day

Recommended: PTs are not be administered on the same day as 

the CAT

CAT
Performance 

Task



SBAC Test Item Types

• Selected response 
– one correct 

response
– multiple correct 

responses
– two-part

• Matching tables
– yes/no 
– true/false 

• Fill-in tables

• Select or order text 
or graphics

• Drag and drop
• Graphing
• Equation or numeric 

response
• Performance Task
• Short text (Constructed 

Response)

• Long essay



• Students must answer all test items on a page before moving 
on to the next page.

• Students may not return to a test segment once it has been 
completed and submitted.

• Students must answer all test items before the test can be 
submitted.

• Students may not return to a test once it has been 
completed and submitted.

General Rules 
During the Test



Administering a Test Session (cont.)

6.Students log on through the secure browser 
Recommended: Secure browsers are already launched on testing devices 

before students sit down to test

− To log on, students need:
First Name (Confirmation Code): Student’s legal first name as spelled 

in CALPADS

State-SSID: “CA” followed by a hyphen “-” and the student’s SSID

Session ID: TA-generated 

Session ID



Administering a Test Session (cont.)

7.Students verify their identity
After logging on, students will see the “Is This You?” screen

Students should select [Yes] to continue



Administering a Test Session (cont.)

8.Students selects the test
All grade-level tests that the student is eligible to take are displayed

Only the tests that the TA selected for the test session and those that have 

not been completed are selectable by students



Student View of Testing: 
Test Administrator Approval

• The student will see the display above while waiting for 
the Test Administrator to approve the request for entry 
into the session.



Student View of Testing: 
Sound Check

Reminder: Volume MUST be adjusted on computer prior to 
launching secure browser. This adjustment is only minor.



Student View of Testing: 
Test Instructions



Universal Tools

All students have the ability to:

• Highlight text in passages and test questions

• Zoom in and out of test pages (affects all item 
content)

• Mark specific items for review

• Strikethrough (cross out answer options)

• Use the Notepad or Calculator (depending on the 
test)

• Use the [Expand] button to display a reading passage 
or a science simulation



Context Menus

Context Menu for 

Questions

Context Menu for  

Answer Options



Pause Rules: 
Computer Adaptive Test

•If a CAT is paused for more than 20 minutes, the student is:
− Presented with the test page containing the test item he or she was last 

working on (if the page contains at least 1 unanswered item) OR

− Presented with the next test page (if all items on the previous test 

page were answered) 

− Not permitted to review or change any test items on previous test 

pages

• If a CAT is paused for less than 20 minutes, the student is:
Presented with the test item or passage he or she was working on when the 

test was paused

Permitted to answer previously shown items within a segment



1. After students answer the last item on the test, 
the [End Test] button will appear in the upper-left 
corner of the screen 

Reaching the End of the Test



2. Upon selecting the [End Test] button, an 
“Attention” message will appear

 Students will select [Yes] to proceed with 
reviewing  answers and submitting the test

Reaching the End of the Test



3.Students may review answers before submitting 
a test

Reaching the End of the Test



4.When a student is ready to submit the test, he or 
she will receive a confirmation screen

Reaching the End of the Test



 Direct access to California Assessment of Student 
Performance and Progress (CAASPP)

www.caaspp.org

Click on the link 

Click on the link
 Link through the CVUSD website.

Accessing the Practice Tests
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http://www.caaspp.org/

