
The Crucible – Argument/Character Analysis Essay 

In Class Essay Draft: Friday, November 22     
  

Writing Prompt:  In The Crucible, rumors spread across Salem and the result is mass hysteria in the 
community. Use your knowledge of The Crucible to write an argument essay in which you stand and 
defend your position on this question: 
 
 

                     Which character(s) in The Crucible could have done more to end the hysteria in Salem? 

First, choose a position and state a claim (thesis). Then develop and support that claim with relevant text 
evidence and examples from the text. 

 
Your Character Analysis should include the following: 
*Introduction  
1. Begin with a general statement of interest (about hysteria or what life was like for the Puritans in the late 1600s).  
2. Continue the idea and transition to connect to the next sentence.  
3. Be sure to introduce Arthur Miller’s name, the title (italicized), and the gist of the play.  
4. Include another sentence to set up or lead into your thesis. 
5. Your thesis may be developed with this sentence frame: ____Character(s)___ could have done more to end the 
hysteria in Salem by ____(state in general terms what they might have done/save specifics for body)___  
 
*Body of Analysis (minimum 3 body paragraphs with 2-3 sentences pieces of evidence per body paragraph, including 
at least one quotation for each body paragraph) 
1. Include a topic sentence that states a claim that is more specific than the thesis.  
2. Lead into, provide context for, embed, and cite your quotations. Your body paragraphs should be composed 2-3 
interpretive statements. 
3. Provide proper closure or bring each paragraph to a logical conclusion before going on to the next paragraph. 
 
*Transitions 
Throughout the essay, use appropriate transition words and phrases to connect ideas and help the reader follow your 
train of thought.  
  
*Conventions 
Establish and maintain a formal style and objective tone. 
Do not use 1st person (I, me, we, us) or reference yourself.  
Do not use 2nd person (you) or address the reader. 
Be sure to double check the way you embed, punctuate, and cite quotations. These conventions must be correct! 
Proofread and edit for proper conventions (capitalization, spelling, punctuation, usage, grammar). Why do you think 
we have been doing so many editing warmups? 
 
*Conclusion  
Include a concluding statement that follows from and supports the argument presented. It would be logical to explain 
why this is relevant to our modern world. After all, Miller wrote it as an allegory for us to learn from. In this 
conclusion ONLY, it might be acceptable to use plural pronouns (we, our, us) as you explain the lesson. 
 
*Avoid Dead Words and Phrases 
Do not reference your writing task with words such as essay, quote, sentence (i.e. “In this essay” or “In the quote”) 

 
 
 



 

 3 Points 2 Points 1 Point Your Points 

Introduction  
Begins with a statement 
of interest about hysteria 
or Puritans’ lifestyle. 

 
Excellent hook 
Interesting and thought-
provoking  

 
Sufficient hook 

 
Weak hook  

 

author, italicized title, 
and the gist of the play 

Complete, accurate info, 
and relevant gist   

One may be missing or 
need editing 

More than one is 
missing or needs editing 

 

Thesis / Major Claim Excellent Thesis 
 

Sufficient Thesis Weak Thesis  

Paragraph #1 – Topic 
Sentence 

Appropriate transitions 
Focuses on a key aspect 
of the thesis. 

Focuses on an aspect 
of the character  

Reveals topic but may 
not be focused  

 

Paragraph #1 - Evidence 
Significant content and 
development  

Significant, logical 
content and 
development 

Sufficient, logical 
content and 
development 

Weak, inaccurate, or 
illogical content and 
development 

 

Paragraph #1 –Evidence 
Quotations are smoothly 
embedded into text 

 
Quotations are artfully 
embedded 

 
Quotations are 
embedded 

 
Quotations are not 
embedded 

 

Paragraph #1- Evidence 
Quotation is correctly 
cited (using MLA) 

 
Citations are correct 

 
Citations are 
attempted 

 
Citations are not 
attempted 

 

Paragraph #2 – Topic 
Sentence 

Appropriate transition 
Focuses on a key aspect 
of the thesis. 

Focuses on an aspect 
of the character 

Reveals topic but may 
not be focused 

 

Paragraph #2 - Evidence 
Significant content and 
development  

Significant, logical 
content and 
development 

Sufficient, logical 
content and 
development 

Weak, inaccurate, or 
illogical content and 
development 

 

Paragraph #2 –Evidence 
Quotation are smoothly 
embedded into text 

 
Quotations are artfully 
embedded 

 
Quotations are 
embedded 

 
Quotation are not 
embedded 

 

Paragraph #2- Evidence 
Quotation is correctly 
cited (using MLA) 

 
Citations are correct 

 
Citations are 
attempted 

 
Citations are not 
attempted 

 

Paragraph #3 – Topic 
Sentence 

Appropriate transition 
Focuses on a key aspect 
of the thesis 

Focuses on an aspect 
of the character 

Reveals topic but may 
not be focused 

 

Paragraph #3 - Evidence 
Significant content and 
development  

Significant, logical 
content and 
development 

Sufficient, logical 
content and 
development 

Weak, inaccurate, or 
illogical content and 
development 

 

Paragraph #3 –Evidence 
Quotation is smoothly 
embedded into text 

 
Quotation is artfully 
embedded 

 
Quotation is   
embedded 

 
Quotation is not 
embedded 

 

Paragraph #3- Evidence 
Quotation is correctly 
cited (using MLA) 

 
Citation is correct 

 
Citation is attempted 

 
Citation is not 
attempted 

 

Conventions 
Standard mechanics, 
usage and grammar 

 
Correct Conventions 

 
Mostly correct 
conventions 

 
Problems with 
conventions 

 

Conclusion 
Concluding statement 

Excellent conclusion 
Reveals the lesson 

Sufficient conclusion 
Reveals a lesson  

Weak conclusion  

RUBRIC FOR ARGUMENT/ CHARACTER ANALYSIS 


