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Family Tree Lesson 

  
This lesson contains activities designed to go along with any book that deals 
with families, or any book that discusses family trees.   

  
Part One: 

 

Have a discussion with your class.  Describe your family, or the family you 
grew up in.  Then ask children to describe their families – Children will 
raise their hands and talk about their sisters, brothers and parents.  Some 
will expand, and include grandparents, aunts, uncles and cousins.  Accept 
everything, as families include a variety of people.   

  
Then describe a special day with your family.  As you describe the day, 
model writing about it for your class.  I have included a graphic organizer 
for students to complete; if that is a tool you enjoy using.  I have also 
included a quick writing page, in case you are short on time.  Generally I use 
one writing lesson to model with the graphic organizer.  Then, in a separate 
writing lesson, I show students how to turn the thoughts on my graphic 
organizer into a paper.  This takes us through the full writing process, and 
extends this activity over a full week to include first and final drafts.  The 
final drafts, attached to the family trees, make a beautiful bulletin board.   

  
After modeling, ask students to take a few minutes and think of a special 
day they spent with their family.  You can remind students to think of 
special days like their birthdays, holidays, or something as simple as 
shopping with the family.  When they are done thinking, have them begin 
the writing activity.   
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Part Two 

 

If students completed the graphic organizer yesterday, they may begin 
their rough drafts about their special day with their families today.  I give 
my students regular writing paper for their rough drafts. 

  
If your students went straight to their papers yesterday, have them 
complete the third worksheet and then begin their family trees in class.  
Most students will need to go home to complete their family trees.  Remind 
students that you want the full names of family members.  Some students 
may want to write Grandma for the name of their grandmothers.  Remind 
them, that this is not their grandmother’s actual name, but a special name 
they call her.  Let them know that it is okay if they do not know relatives 
actual names, and that they will be completing the family tree as 
homework. 

  
Some students may get a bit upset, or say something like “I don’t have a 
father”.  Explain to them that that is okay.  We are completing our own 
family trees, and everyone’s family is unique.  None of our family trees 
can look the same, because we all have our own families.  There is no 
right, or wrong way to complete your family tree. 

  
Students may also become confused and think that if a grandparent is 
already deceased that they should not name them.  Explain to them, that 
family trees continue to grow even after family members pass on.  That is 
why they are called family trees. 

  
Homework for Day Two:  Have students go home and complete their family 
trees.  Encourage students to decorate their family trees once they are 
complete. 
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Name _____________________________ Date ________________ 

 
A Special Day with my family 

 
What members of your family spent the day with you, and when was this 
special day? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What made the day special? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What did you and your family do on this special day? 
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Name ______________________________         Date ________________ 

 
Draw a picture of your family below 
 
  

  
  
  
  
 
 
 
Now write a story about a special day with your family.  Include all of the people 
who live with you in the story.  If you need more paper, just ask. 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 
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Name_______________________________ Date _________________ 
  

Homework 

Pick an adult in your family.  Ask them to tell you a story from their childhood.  

Afterwards write about what you learned that you did not know before about 

your family member.   Share the story here.  When you are done, draw a picture 

that goes with the story on the back of this 

page._______________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________ 
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Name____________    Date _________ 
  
 
What is your full name?  ________________________________________ 
 
 
What is your nickname (if you have one)?__________________ 
  
 
What is your mother’s first name? ___________________ 
  
 
What is your father’s first name?  ___________________ 
  
 

What are the names of your sisters and brothers? 

_________________________ _______________________ 

_________________________ _______________________ 
 
  

If you know the story of how you got your name, write it here.  If you do not 

know the story, go home and ask tonight and complete this section tomorrow. 

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________ 
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Name________________________  Date _________ 
 
 
 
 

You grow everyday, just like a tree.   Families continue to change and grow over 

the years too.  Trees can live for hundreds of years, and family lines can too.  

People love their families, and enjoy seeing the names of everyone and how they 

are all related.  People created family trees to do that.  We call them family 

trees, because family lines live for a long time.   

 

It may not seem to you that your family is growing or getting larger right now, 

but as you continue to grow so will your family.  The family tree you’re creating 

in this unit is your first one.  As you continue to grow and learn more about your 

family you can add to it, or create a new one. 

 

Just as trees look different, people’s families look different.  There is no right 

or wrong family tree. 

What have you learned about your 

family that you didn’t know before? 

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

_____________________________________ 



Where Credit Is Due 
 

The following wonderful artists created the design elements 

featured in this product: 

 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
*Excerpt for the Johnny Appleseed story is Public Domain courtesy of Project Gutenberg. 

 
 

Click here to learn how to earn credit toward your next TPT purchase. 
 
 

To be the first to know about new products, freebies and updates 
Follow My TPT Store.  

 
 

For ideas and inspiration, visit my blog 
Teaching Ideas For Those Who Love Teaching 
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Recommended Resources 
 
You may also enjoy the following resources 
from my store: 
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Terms of Use 

Thank you for your purchase! By purchasing this resource, you are agreeing that the 
contents are the property of Teaching Ideas For Those Who Love Teaching and 
licensed to you only for classroom/personal use as a single user. I retain the 
copyright, and reserve all rights to this product.  

YOU MAY:  

 Use items (free and purchased) for your own classroom students, or your own 
personal use.  

 Reference this product in blog posts, at seminars, professional development 
workshops, or other such venues PROVIDED there is both credit given to myself 
as the author and a link back to my TPT store is included in your 
post/presentation.  

 Distribute and make copies of free items only to other teachers PROVIDED 
there is credit given to Teaching Ideas For Those Who Love Teaching and a link 
back to my TPT store. 

YOU MAY NOT:  

 Claim this work as your own, alter the files in any way, or remove/attempt to 
remove the copyright/watermarks.  

 Sell the files or combine them into another unit for sale/free.  

 Post this document for sale/free elsewhere on the internet (this includes Google 
Doc links on blogs).  

 Make copies of purchased items to share with others is strictly forbidden and is 
a violation of the Terms of Use, along with copyright law.  

 Obtain this product through any of the channels listed above.   

Thank you for abiding by universally accepted codes of professional ethics while 
using this product. 

If you encounter an issue with your file, notice an error, or are in any way 
experiencing a problem, please contact me and I will be more than happy to help sort 
it out! 

Thank you  Teaching Ideas For Those Who Love Teaching  
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