7th L.A. Class Overview

Vocabulary & Spelling – Students get new vocabulary/spelling words each week,

with a quiz on Friday. They will also do various things with these words: use in original sentences, fill in sentence blanks, find synonyms, etc. The ABC Book is from this area.
Word Dissection – Learning Greek and Latin roots of words in order to be able to

“dissect” larger words so as to understand the meaning of large and often complex words.  There is a test on dissection after every 3 lessons; these tests may contain any of the word parts previously studied back to Lesson 1. 

Literary Terms (Figurative language) – Throughout the year students will compile a

list of literary terms with their definitions and often an example. They will do various practice and usage exercises with them. The Idiom Project falls under this area.
The Outsiders – We will read it in class using various methods: silently, together, small groups, I read out loud to them, or popcorn.  There are quizzes after every few chapters, along with reading guides to be completed as we read. Students also have the option to take down the notes on each chapter, which I will give them as we finish the chapters.  

Independent Reading – Students will read independently throughout the year, and will be responsible for various reports, projects, and presentations. Students are to carry their independent reading books with them every day. We will go over this segment of the class in more detail about book levels, types of projects, and other expectations.
Essays – 7th Grade standards call for plenty of writing. Much of the writing we will be doing will have to do with defending and using evidence to support an argument or side of an issue. There will also be practice in writing a narrative (story), and using the various devices and techniques that can make a story successful in terms of style and content.

Article of the Week (AOW) – There has been a big push in the standards to increase the amount of nonfiction or expository reading students are exposed to in school. Articles of the Week will expose students to current event news stories. AOW expectations are: annotate the article, complete reading questions, and an extension section which includes various activities. AOW’s are done over a week’s time, and are available on my web page if needed.
Language Arts standard week’s work – Mr. Pease

Every day— 
Students will work on word dissection flash cards, or read in their independent reading book, go to the library, etc.
Monday—
Students get new vocabulary words for the week, new dissection word parts, and we will work on whatever standards/topic we are covering.
HW – vocabulary definitions AND parts of speech for each word, make new  flash cards for dissection lesson
Tuesday—
Review definitions and parts of speech based on those that will be given on the quiz, other class work varies, reading, grammar, writing, etc.                          

                 
HW – often there is none, but it could be a worksheet to practice the 

                        concepts we talked about in class or various other work
Wednesday—Article of the Week will be assigned and read over in class.

          
HW – Vocabulary Usage W.S. (blue) – fill in the blank, synonyms


            Dissection  week – Dissection Review WS. AOW for following week
Thursday—
class work varies – grammar, writing, reading, etc.

HW -- Vocabulary Sentences – use each vocabulary word for the week in a sentence made up by the student 

Friday—
Vocabulary Quiz – students are responsible for spelling and defining the 

               
 words for the week. Every 3rd week is a Dissection Quiz instead.
Weekly vocabulary words will be available early on the previous Friday for those students wanting to get a head start for the upcoming week.
Major Projects – Alphabet Book (due in May, assigned in October), Idiom Project (2nd trimester), Independent Reading Project(1st trimester), Research Report (likely collaboration with another subject, time TBA).
Materials needed:  writing utensils, paper, textbooks, index cards (200), independent reading book
