Liberalism and Conservatism

· Definitions have changed over the years.  In the early 19th century a liberal believed in freedom from the controls and power of the state (free market ideas) and conservatives believed in a restoration of the power of the state, the Church and the aristocracy (back to the way it was)

· Definitions change during the New Deal when FDR began referring to his programs as liberal.  Barry Goldwater helped begin the modern conservative movement as focusing on free-market economics, states rights and individual choice

· Very few people are actually consistent with these beliefs and many fall all over the place – freaked out by 9/11 so a NY liberal now feels that we must have a bigger military but still wants a bigger “welfare” state

· We can simplify things by looking at 3 specific things:

1. The economy – the liberal favors the government helping everyone by taking from the wealthiest

2.  Civil Rights – liberals favor strong government to desegregate schools, increase hiring opportunities for minorities, etc.

3.  Public/Political Conduct – liberals are tolerant (stupid about?) protest demonstrations, favor pot legalization, believe in protecting the rights of the accused, etc.

· We, ultimately, can then create four categories of opinions from dividing the issues into views based on economic policy (1) and social policy (2 and 3)

1. Pure Liberals – liberal on economic and social policy – generally young, college-educated, secular, and live on the coast or urban areas.

Examples?

2. Pure Conservatives – conservative on both economic and social policy – generally older, have higher incomes, white and live in Midwest and South

Examples?

3. Libertarians – conservative on economic matters and liberal on social issues – generally younger, college-educated, white, higher income, secular and lives in the West

4. Populist – liberal on economic issues and conservative on social issues – generally older, poorly educated, low-income, religious, female and live in the South or Midwest

